Willingham i _ Sarge: Pepoy “WeRTICN 


G@OOGS 


Jun 09 © suggested for mature readers * vertigocomics.com 


“WHEN THINGS 
LOOK DARKEST, 
BLUE WILL 
RETURN TO THE 
SOUND OF A 
THOUSAND 
MIGHTY 
TRUMPETS! 


STALLION AND 
N | Wy WIELDING A 
Hy DIVINE AND 


TERRIBLE 
POWER!” 


The Story So Far... 
Things aren’t looking too good for our heroes. Fabletown is destroyed. 
The Fables are refugees again, on the run and currently hiding out at 


the Farm. Mister Dark has moved into the ruins of Bullfinch Street and 
has begun building his long-term personal residence there. If that 
( wasn’t bad enough, tensions are near the breaking point as Fables 
begin to fight among themselves. Take Bigby and Beast for example... 
Bill Willingham & Mark Andrew Lee Todd Joae Angela Shelly 
Matthew Sturges Buckingam Pepoy Loughiridge Klein Ruas Rufine Bond 
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"BLUE WILLLEAD 

AN ARMY OF ONE 

HUNDRED KNIGHTS-- 

MAGICAL PALADINS 

FROM BEYOND THE 4 
MORTAL VEIL. 5 
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“ONCE THIS NEW 


STRIFE THERE AS 
WELL.” 


“HE WILL RESTORE THE FALLEN EMPIRE, REPLACING 
mj DESPOTISM WITH BENEVOLENCE AND BONDAGE WITH 
HIS PERFECT GRACE AND FREEDOM. | 
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AND WHEN ALL IS 
pele SET TO RIGHTS, BLUE y 
Ba AT LONG LAST TAKES 
HIS PLACE ON THE 
WN IMPERIAL THRONE. 
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“AT THAT TIME EACH 
4 AND EVERY ONE OF 
US WHO KNEW HIM IN 
HIS FIRST LIFE WILL 
BE ENLARGED IN 
GLORY AND POWER. 
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AND BLUE 

WILL BE THE WISE ano Ne 
LOVING EMPEROR RULING 

OVER US FOR ALL TIME, A 


y FROM NOW ON, THOSE OF YOU WHO A NECKERCHIEF OR SCARF 
CHOOSE LIKE ME TO FOLLOW THE BLUE OF BRIGHTEST BLUE, PURE 
WAY WILL SIGNIFY YOUR DEVOTION BY AND UNDECORATED, TO 
WEARING A CLOTH LIKE MINE. SHOW THAT YOU NUMBER 

> > fA | YOURSELVES AMONG 

OUR BRETHREN. 4 
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6 gp AND JUST 
iin 4 LIKE THAT A 
NEW RELIGION 

IS BORN. 


I DOUBT I DON'T KNOW, 
THIS IS GOING ) / CLARA. PEOPLE 
TO TURN OUT ARE GOING TO 
WELL. BELIEVE WHAT 
THEY WANT TO 
BELIEVE. 


UNTIL TODAY 
STINKY'S EYES WERE 
A NORMAL BADGER 

BROWN. 


THIS SEEMS 
HARMLESS 
i ENOUGH. 
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THIS 
GOING TO BE 
SWEEEET! 
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Uf [size IZ HAD 1 KNOWN ‘ 
‘M NOT “ks J THAT A FEW YEARS 
AFRAID OF YOU, ' Ma BACK, MR. BEAST, I'D 
BIGBY. ; HAVE BLOCKED 
SW YOUR PROMOTION fa 
TO REPLACE ME 
E 


AS SHERIFF. 
F, 


THEN ~ \W : . Af 
YOU AREN'T VERY | SS WHEN DID 
SMART. zi ‘ : YOU GET SO 
= iT GAN CHATTY? 
|| wy, Vz —“A ~ 


I SWEAR I'M \ 7 WHEN ARE WE 


WAITING FOR YOUTO TO SOME ACTUAL CLAW 
STOP CIRCLING, AND FANG WORK? 
POSTURING AND 
GROWLING. 


RIGHT “AZ 
NOW worKs VY 
FOR ME! si 


CHRIST 
ALMIGHTY! 


GET IN ZY STUPID DAMNED WAY TO 
BETWEEN THEM TEST THE STRENGTH OF TWO 


ANP HOPE THERE'S \ VERY UNLIKELY MARRIAGES, f 


ENOUGH REASON LEFT |} IF YOU ASK ME! 
THAT THEY REC- 
OGN/ZE US. 


COME ON! 


OH, WELL. 
NO GUTS, NO 
GLORY. 


OH DEAR 
LORD! WHAT 
DO WE--2 
WE'VE GOT 
TO STOP THEM 
OR THEY WON'T STOP 
UNTIL AT LEAST ONE 
OF THEM IS 


STOP THIS 
NOW” 


I NEARLY 
THINKING, BIT YOU IN 
GETTING IN « TWO! 
BETWEEN / > 
A us? 4 


YOU'RE ACTING 


LIKE A--A TRUE BEAST! \\ 


A MONSTER?! SINCE 
WHEN DO You--2 


AND WOULDN'T 
THAT HAVE BEEN A 
NICE THING TO TELL 

THE CUBS? 


BY EVERY 
POSSIBLE GOD, 
YOU'LL SHUT UP 
RIGHT NOW, OR I 
SWEAR YOU'LL 
NEVER GET TO 
SPEAK TO ME 
AGAIN! 


TURN AND Y= 
MARCH AWAY, 
S BiGBy! 


DON'T LOOK BACK 
AND DON'T S7OP UNTIL 
YOU CROSS THE LINE 

INTO OUR LANDS. _4 


I WOULD HAVE 
SWORN YOU'D D/E FROM 
THEM, THE SHAPE YOU 

WERE IN. 


YOUR 
WORRY 
SURE DIDN'T 
SHOW. 


I WAS 
TOO MAD 
TO SHOW THE 
GRIEF I 
FELT. 


EVEN \ 
THE MOST 
SKEPTICAL 
ONES WERE 
, COMING J / 
\\ AROUND. »>N 
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> BUT NOW 
YOU'VE THROWN IT 


{ ALL AWAY. THE PROGRESS 
YOU'VE MADE WIPED AWAY 


IN A SINGLE MOMENT. 
HOW? 


s WELL, YOUR 
WOUNDS HAVE HEALED 
THANKS TO YOUR MAGICAL 

NATURE. 
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HOW COULD YOu 
DO THAT, BIGBY--TO 
YOURSELF AND TO 

: us? 


; FOR CENTURIES ™ 
/ YOU'VE KEPT YOUR ANIMAL 
[ RAGE IN CHECK. EVERY 
|| REASONABLE FABLE HAD 
\ FINALLY COME TO TRUST THAT 
\. YOUR REDEMPTION WAS 
— AUTHENTIC. 
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I DON'T KNOW WHAT : 
HAPPENED. I WAS JUST SO it~ 
DAMNED TIRED OF BEING SINGLED © wa cyt 
OUT FOR SPECIAL TREATMENT, AND | ve me 
I COULDN'T TAKE IT ANY IT-- 


LONGER. : 
ACTUALLY, 

NO, THAT'S NOT 

TRUE. IT WAS 

EXACTLY 
LIKE ME. 


Y BUT LIKE ME VV. BEFORE I FIRST 
IN THE OLD. V ENCOUNTERED YOU 
DAYS, WHEN I AND HAD THE FIRST 
WAS NOTHING INKLING OF A REASON 
BUT RAGE AND , TO CHANGE--TO BEGIN 
FURY. To LIVE FOR SOME- 
THING OTHER THAN 
UNFETTERED 
> PREDATION. 


BUT KNOW THIS FOR A 
CERTAINTY. I DIDN'T JUST 
SNAP. MY CHANGE OF NATURE 
AND HARD-WON SELF CONTROL 
WAS REAL--/S REAL. 


SOMETHING 
ELSE WAS AT WORK 
HERE. AND IT'S S7/LL 
WORKING AT ME. CLAW- 
ING AT ME FROM THE 
OUTSIDE. 


I CAN FEEL IT-- 
HIM--WORRYING 
AT ME, LIKE A DOG 

AT A BONE. 


I THINK IT'S . 
THE DARK THING DOWN 
IN FABLETOWN. HE'S TOO 
CLOSE, EVEN WAY DOWN 
IN THE CITY. 


f= DISTANCE 
BETWEEN ME AND 
THE DARK ONE OR 4 
THE MONSTER IS 
SURE TO COME 
OUT AGAIN. 
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I CAN'T LET 
i THAT HAPPEN, SNOW. 
F\ NOT AROUND YOU. 
4 NOT AROUND THE 
CUBS. 


I SWEAR —— BUT IT'S LIKE \ 
ND AT THE BEAUTY, IT WASN'T SOME EVIL PRESENCE 
FARM... ME. I NEVER HAD ANY HAD MOVED IN AND TAKEN 


SPECIAL NUT AGAINST 
BIGBY. THAT'S 
INSANE. 


OVER. I WAS AWARE 

SOMETHING WAS PROVOKING 

ME, BUT I COULDN'T 
RESIST IT. 
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I DON'T CARE 
WHO YOU ARE! T WON'T 
BE TALKED TO SO RUDELY! 
BECAUSE I HAVE A NEWFOUND 
PURPOSE IN LIFE AND IT ISN'T 
TO PUT UP WITH ANYONE'S 
CRAP ANYMORE! 
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gang 
Berd 


BECAUSE SHE'S S| 
=( MAY NOT TALK SLEEPING AND BE- 
TO HER. CAUSE I DON'T CARRY HER 
MESSAGES ANY OUR OWN JUST NOW, 
LONGER. BUDDY. WE DON'T 
ZL NEED-- 


SINCE BIGBY 
AND BEAST ARE 
BOTH MONSTERS 

BY NATURE, OR BY 
ENCHANTMENT 
AS THE CASE 


" IBE 
BIGBY, I THINK THIS 


TOWN IS INFLUENCING 
US FROM EVEN THAT 
FAR AWAY. 


ye 
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SPEAKING 
OF WHICH, HOW 
ARE YOU FEELING, 
GRIMBLE? 


THAT YOU'RE 
ACTUALLY A 
TROLL AND 


I Buy THAT. 
ZI CERTAINLY 
WASN'T ACTING 

NORMAL. 


> PROBLEMS 
YET. 


TRUTH BE 
TOLD, I'VE BEEN 
FEELING GRUMPIER 
THAN “USUAL 
THESE DAYS. 


H, DEAR. 


EXCUSE ME FOR INTERRUPTING, 
WHILE YOU FOLKS ARE BUSY TRYING 
TO CHART THE LIVES OF US LOWLIES, 


STINKY? 
GOOD MORNING. 


WHAT'S-- 


BUT ROSE RED WON'T 

GET OUT OF BED TO 
WHAT K/ND OF 
EMERGENCY? 


I DIDN'T ASK. 

NONE OF MY BUSINESS. 
AND PLEASE UNDERSTAND 
THAT THIS IS THE LAST ERRAND 
I'M RUNNING FOR ANY OF 
YOU SELF-APPOINTED 
MEMBERS OF THE 
GENTRY. 


NO NEED FOR THAT I GUESS I CAN GO 
KIND OF TALK, STINK-- \/ SEE WHAT'S THE MATTER. 
UH, BROCK. WE'RE ALL #| I NEED TO TRY TO TALK TO 

FRIENDS 4 ROSE AGAIN ANYWAY. DID 
YOU AT LEAST FIND OUT 
WHO'S CALLING? 


BUT THERE'S AN EMERGENCY 
PHONE CALL FOR ROSE 


AND, SNOW, > A FROM NOW ON I'M 
DON'T CALL ME \/ BROCK BLUEHEART, AND \\ 
STINKY ANYMORE. IT Y YOU'LL ADDRESS ME WITH 
WAS NEVER MY NAME. RESPECT, OR T'LL THINK 
AND I NEVER 
LIKED IT. 


eal, 


ABOUT TEACHING EVERYONE A 
AN OVERDUE LESSON 
IN MANNERS. 


SAID 
HIS NAME IS 
JACK. 


DON'T GET 
FROSTY WITH ME, 
SNOW, MA'AM. ZM NOT 
THE ONE WHO COINED 


THE SAYING, "IF YOU 
LIE DOWN WITH 47 
DOGS 11," 


HEY, I’M THE ONE 
DOING FABLETOWN THE 4 
BIG SOLID, HERE. 4 __/ 
IF YOU DON' 
WANT TO LEARN ABOUT 


E 
TWO, JUST GO AHEAD AND <z 
HANG UP ON ME. 7 


PA 
fee BACK 


AT THE FARM... 


DO YOU SENSE 
ANYTHING ABOUT THIS, ONE 
WAY OR ANOTHER, FRAU 
TOTENKINDER? 


NOT A THING. | 
THEN AGAIN, IF THESE 
L/ITERALS CREATURES ARE 


XACTLY AS JACK DESCRIBES, 
THEN I SHOULDN'TBE A 


I AGREE. 
IT'S LIKELY A 


—L/ a [ 
SSS AND THIS KEVIN THORN Wj EN 


FELLOW CAN WIPE OUT THE 
WORLD WITH THE STROKE 
OF HIS PEN? 
: IF YOU'LL 
FORGIVE ME, THAT 
SEEMS DUB/OUS, 
ESPECIALLY 
COMING FROM 


S_WHO CAN GAUGE ALL THE NY 
a7 WAYS IN WHICH THE GODS WHO'VE Ne] 
CREATED YOU CRAFT Your LIFE? | 
DID THEY WRITE ME WITH THE POWER 
10 PERCEIVE THEM? 


NO WAY! THIS 
HAS TO BE ONE OF JACK'S 
SCHEMES? IT'S JUST 
Ny TOO PREPOSTEROUS. 


I'M JUST RECALLING 
THE LAST TIME JACK TRIED 
TO WARN US OF SOMETHING-- 
THE WOODEN SOLDIERS 
INVASION. 


WE DIDN'T 
BELIEVE HIM THEN 
AND PAID A HIGH 
PRICE FOR OUR 
SKEPTICISM. 


NO! NO! NO/ TM = Ww ONE OF WHICH » fi SEEMS JACK 

SORRY, BUT I JUST 1S WHAT TO DO ABOUT \/ HAS PROVIDED OUR 

CAN'T BUY IT. IT'S TOO —+ BIGBY. HE SAYS HE'S TOO Y ~SOLLITION. WE 
BIG! TOO MUCH! JACK CLOSE TO OUR DARK MAN . SEND BIGBY TO CHECK 
16 UP TO SOMETHING, 

AND BESIDES, WE CAN MAINTAIN SELF- AV JACK'S PROBABLE 
HAVE OTHER CONTROL. NO TALL TALE. 
TROUBLES TO = 

DEAL WITH. 


TRUE! 
OUR OWN 
TROUBLES. 


HIM SAFELY DISTANT. WITH HIM, SNOW. 
TWO BIRDS--ONE STONE., KEEP BIGBY 
ELEGANT SOLUTION, CALM. 
IF I DO SAY SO 
MYSELF. 


/_ THEY'RE GOING BACK TO THE KING COLE, BEAST 
NORTH WIND'S CASTLE AS SOON AND I CAN TRADE OFF 
AS YOUR FATHER-IN-LAW ARRIVES WATCHING THEM UNTIL 

TO COLLECT THEM, RIGHT? HE SHOWS UP. 


SETTLED, \| 
THEN! A MISSION 
} FOR FABLETOWN! j 


Sy 
THE CITY IS 
XxX ; LU DARK AND UGLY AND 
em, NEW YORK. a | \ MEAN NOW. AND 
ae MISSING, d 1 SCARED. $f 
“a TT | | 


HAS TURNED 
_ BAP. 


j. i NGA \e/, : IT'S TANGLED, NJ 
YOU CAN Si \ mm I CAN'T--!_ BECAUSE YOU'RE 

ACTUALLY FEEL PULLING ON--! 
THE FEAR. 


~ px WALLET! 


ENOUGH! 


= 5 Il Dini aes 
("a bf NOT FAST lll 
NOT FAST ENOUGH! a 
ENOUGH! NOT FAST ‘ , 


HURRY ALONG es ‘ ie 
WITH YOUR LABORS, MY ( fire 
WITHERLINGS. f ee 


y AND MORE | 
/ WILL COME, BY THE \ 


THESE WEAK, 
FRIGHTENE: 
SOULS. 


mie, G reat, 
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“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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~ 4 VOL. I: LEGENDS IN EXILE 
VOL. 2: ANIMAL FARM 

VOL. 3: STORYBOOK LOVE 

VOL. 4: MARCH OF THE WOODEN SOLDIERS 
VOL. 5: THE MEAN SEASONS 

VOL. 6: HOMELANDS 

VOL. 7: ARABIAN NIGHTS (AND DAYS) 
VOL. 8: WOLVES 

VOL. 9: SONS OF EMPIRE 

VOL. 10: THE GOOD PRINCE 

VOL. 11: WAR AND PIECES 

VOL. 12: THE DARK AGES 

VOL. 13: THE GREAT FABLES CROSSOVER 
1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 


FABLES VOL. 3: 
STORYBOOK LOVE 


FABLES VOL. 6: FABLES: 
HOMELANDS 1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 


WINNER OF TWO EISNER AWARDS » 
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